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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 12/31/2007has been entered. 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 12/31/2007. 
Claims 1-27 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claims 1,14, and 27 
were amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 ol' this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 7-18 and 20-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Messinger et al. ("Messinger", U.S. Pat. No. 7,000,187), Rockey et al.. ("Rockey", Pub. No. 
US 2004/0268259), and Nielsen et al. ("Neilsen", U.S. Pat. No. 6,437,758). 

Per claim 1 , Messinger teaches system for acquiring information and fiinctions fi-om a 
database, comprising: 
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at least one context object containing a data record that has information and functions 
from the database and a context-specific menu that has a control component enabling access by a 
user to the context object (see figs. 2 and 13 A, context object 42a-d; context-specific menu 400; 
see col. 8, lines 34-50); 

a context manager and a display device displaying a context display for visualizing the 
selected context objects (figs. 9 and 13; current task 42b and steps are displayed to the user). 

Although Messinger teaches a particular tasks displayed in the list of task indication may 
be presented to the use a function of a mode setting (col. 2, lines 41-45; col. 12, lines 30-41), 
Messinger does not specifically teach automatically determining a current context of the user by 
at least one of a position in space, a work object and a work task of the user, automatically 
generating selected context objects from the context of the user in an automatic context 
regisfration by dynamically selecting the context object as a function of the current context of the 
user and automatically offering the selected context objects to the user without requiring the user 
to make individual preselections, and a tracking system detecting and recognizing real objects in 
a space, the tracking system comprising at least one image detection unit detecting the real 
objects and a computer unit processing information output by the image detection unit wherein 
the processed information from the tracking system is provided to the automatic context 
registration for automatically generation of the context of the user. However, Rockey et al. 
teaches automatically determining a current context of the user by at least one of a position in 
space, a work object and a work task of the user, automatically generating selected context 
objects from the context of the user in an automatic context registration by dynamically selecting 
the context object as a fimction of the current context of the user and automatically offering the 
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selected context objects to the user without requiring the user to make individual preselections 
([0017] shows determining the user's context within a task and dynamically presenting a UI 
context sensitive commands.) Neilson teaches a tracking system detecting and recognizing real 
objects in a space, the tracking system comprising at least one image detection unit detecting the 
real objects and a computer unit processing information output by the image detection unit 
wherein the processed information from the fracking system is provided to the automatic context 
registration for automatically generation of the context of the user (col. 13, line 52-col. 14, line 
15; shows a gaze tracking device to detect the context of the user and provide information based 
on context of the user.) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include the teaching of Rockey and Neilsen in the invention of 
Messinger in order to provide systems of presenting commands in a task sensitive manner, which 
assist in using physical screen space in a more efficient manner ([0016]), and in order to 
automatically determined what aspect of the computer's operation has the user's interest and to 
optimize that aspect (col. 1, lines 5-10). 

Per claim 2, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
context objects are assigned granularity levels, wherein the context manager comprises a 
granularity regulator selecting the context objects from a selection range as a function of a 
selected granularity level, and wherein the size of the selection range is dependent on the 
granularity level selected (Messinger, fig. 13c; see col. 12, lines 15-27, which shows different 
levels menu (granularity levels) of context objects). 

Per claim 3, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 2, wherein the 
assignment of the granularity levels of the context objects is at least one of an automatic 
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assignment and a user-guided assignment of the granularity level (Messinger, fig. 13c; col. 12, 
lines 15-27; level menu 430). 

Per claim 4, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
control component of the context-specific menu enables access by the user to the information 
and the functions and enables removal by the user of the selected context objects from the 
context display (Messinger, col. 12, lines 28-42, which shows task list are based on user's 
privilege on the network). 

Per claim 5, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, further 
comprising a manual context registration providing, a user-guided generation of the selected 
context objects from the context of the user (Messinger, col. 12, lines 15-20 and lines 35-41; 
level menu and user's privilege). 

Per claim 7, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising a workflow engine monitoring and controlling a work task of the user, wherein 
information supplied by the workflow engine is provided to the automatic context registration for 
automatic generation of the context of the user (Nielsen, fig. 4; col. 10, lines 231-52) 

Per claim 8, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
context of the user is determined additionally as a function of communication partners of the user 
(Messinger, col. 12, lines 35-41). 

Per claim 9, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 5, further 
comprising references prompting the context manager to select the context objects from the 
context of the user by the manual context registration, wherein the references comprise at least 
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one of entries in the context-specific menu or marks on real objects in a space (Messinger, col. 
12, lines 35-41). 

Per claim 10, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
the display device is a mobile display (Messinger, fig. 1; mobile display lOa-b). 

Per claim 1 1 , the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in one of the 
preceding claims, wherein the control component selects the context objects to be visualized on 
the display device by the user (Messinger, figs. 9 and 13; current task 42b and steps are 
displayed to the user). 

Per claim 1 2, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1 , further 
comprising a further control component generating messages regarding external information, 
wherein the context of the user is determined additionally as a fiinction of the messages 
(Messinger, col. 8, lines 34-39). 

Per claim 13, the modified Messinger teaches the system as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
the database is configured for receiving notes of the user that are linked to the context of the 
user, the notes being classified as one of private, public, and relevant to data maintenance 
(Messinger, col. 12, lines 9-15; level menu and user's privilege). 

Claims 14-18 and 20-26 are rejected under the same rationale as claim 1-5 and 7-13 
respectively. 

Claim 27 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the amendment have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THANH T. VU whose telephone number is (571)272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, William L. Bashore can be reached on (571) 272-4088. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thanh T. Vu/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



